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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

The University of St. Andrews, Scotland, is to establish professor- 
ships of physiology, anthropology, and anatomy. 

The Botanical Club of Barnard College has transferred $500 to 
the college as the nucleus of a fund for the equipment of a botanical 
laboratory to be named in memory of the late Prof. Emily L. 
Gregory. 

The College of Physicians of Philadelphia announces the first 
Hatfield prize competition. The subject is "A pathological and 
clinical study of the thymus gland and its relations." Competing 
essays must be in the hands of the committee on or before Jan. 1, 
1900. 

The Journal of the Marine Biological Association, England, contains 
in its April number a description of an apparatus for keeping medu- 
sae alive in the aquarium. It was found that medusae, to live, must 
float at the surface, and in ordinary aquaria they can only do this by 
constant pulsations of the umbrella. This severe and constant 
strain resulted in physical exhaustion and death. The apparatus 
consists of an automatic plunger which creates currents in the water, 
and by its aid specimens were kept alive for six weeks. 

Mr. N. B. Harrington and Mr. Reid Hunt, of Columbia Univer- 
sity, have gone to the west coast of Africa in the hope of obtaining 
material upon the embryology of Polypterus, one of the two existing 
corsopterygian ganoids, and one of the most interesting of verte- 
brates, since by many — Pollard, Cope, Kingsley, Dollo, and others 
— they are regarded as being the nearest to the ancestors of 
Amphibia and hence of the aminotes. The expedition has received 
$1800 from Mr. Charles F. Senf. 

Prof. C. L. Bristol, of New York University, goes with a party of 
students to the Bermudas, where he spent last year. It is proposed 
to erect a permanent station there, but probably not this year. 

An important step is probably to be taken in London in the re- 
moval of the collections of the geological survey from their crowded 
quarters in Jermyn Street to South Kensington. 



618 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST. [Vol. XXXII. 

At last the University of Oxford is to have a respectable morpho- 
logical laboratory. Prof. E. Ray Lankester was appointed to the 
university in 189 1, and during these years his work has largely 
been conducted in a small one-story building constructed of corru- 
gated iron, affording quarters far inferior to those in the average 
American college. The university is now to expend not more than 
$35,000 in removing the old building and in erecting on its site a 
laboratory and a lecture room for the chairs of botany and compara- 
tive anatomy. 

The Russian Society of Naturalists and Physicians holds its tenth 
congress at Kieff from August 2 1 to August 30. 

Money is being collected for a monument to the memory of the 
late Baron Ferdinand von Miiller, who did so much for Australian 
natural history. 

The Imperial Museum of Japan has just issued a preliminary cata- 
logue of the collection of fishes sensn latior in its possession. The 
catalogue is compiled by Dr. Ischikawa and Mr. Matsuura, and 
enumerates 1076 specimens. The localities for each are given in 
Japanese except for those coming from extra-Japonic waters. The 
collection is almost exclusively Japanese, Balistes vetula, Anicurus 
nebulosus, and Lepidosteus osseus being the only American representa- 
tives. No specimens of Chlamydoselachus are catalogued, nor 
are there any Japanese species of Amphioxus included, although 
Nakagawu has recently described a form from Japanese waters. 

The fresh-water sponges Ep hydatid obusta and Carterius tubi- 
sperma described by Edward Potts from American waters have just 
been found by Garbini in the Garda Sea of Northern Italy. 

The following information reaches us concerning the Geological 
and Natural History Survey of Wisconsin : Mr. Weidman is now in 
the field, completing the field work on an area of the older rocks in 
the vicinity of Wausau and Merrill, in the northern part of the state. 
This work will be continued during the summer. Mr. Buckley has 
been at work at a large report upon the building-stone industry of 
the state. This will probably be ready for the printer during the 
summer. 

The following work is planned for the season : Prof. R. D. Salis- 
bury, of Chicago University, and an assistant, will complete the work 
necessary to the preparation of a bulletin on the physical geography 
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and geology of the region about Devil's Lake and the dells of the 
Wisconsin River. Prof. G. L. Collie, of Beloit, will complete the 
preparation of a general account of the physical geography of south- 
ern Wisconsin, the field work for which was nearly completed last 
season. Prof. D. P. Nicholson will work at physical geography, prob- 
ably in the northern part of the state. Prof. L. S. Cheney is pre- 
paring a popular report on the forest trees of the state. Prof. E. A. 
Birge, of the State University, and Prof. C. D. Marsh intend to carry 
on their studies of the plankton of the lakes in the central and south- 
ern parts of the state. The Survey has two bulletins in type : one 
by Filibert Roth, of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
upon the forest conditions of the state, and one by Dr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Peckham, on the habits and instincts of the solitary wasps. Mr. 
S. Weidman has ready for publication a bulletin on certain volcanic 
rocks in the Fox River Valley. 

The following appointments to fellowships are announced : at 
Columbia University, botany, E. Hagen ; geology, J. D. Irving ; 
zoology, F. C. Paulmier ; psychology, R. S. Woodworth. At Johns 
Hopkins University : physiology, P. M. Dawson ; geology, L. C. 
Glenn ; zoology, G. O. James. Tufts College : biology, S. P. Capen. 

The last annual report of the British Museum shows that the num- 
ber of visitors to the Natural History Museum during 1896 was 
417,033 on week days and 36,923 on Sundays, making a total of 
453,956 as compared with 446,737 (on week days only) in the year 
1895. The average attendance for all open days, including Sundays, 
during the year was 1316 ; that for week days only, 1336, as com- 
pared with 1436 in 1895, thus making the average week-day attend- 
ance 150 less in 1896 than in 1895. The museum was opened for 
the first time on Sunday, on May 17, 1896, and the figures would 
seem to indicate that after the inauguration of the Sunday openings, 
daily, at least 100 visits were postponed until Sundays; and that 
owing to the Sunday opening, there was, in little more than half a 
year, a net gain of 7219 visitors to the museum. 

Recent appointments : B. M. Duggar, instructor in botany in 

Cornell University Dr. J. E. Durand, reappointed instructor in 

botany in Cornell University. — Dr. Fischer, docent in anatomy 
in the German University at Prague. — W. J. Gies, instructor in 
physiology at Yale. — E. S. Goodrich, demonstrator of anatomy in 
Oxford University. — Dr. Karl Hischeler, private docent in zoology 
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in the University of Zurich. — Professor Kalkowsky, director of the 
Mineralogical, Geological, and Ethnological Museum at Dresden. — 
Grafin Maria von Linden, second assistant in zoology in the Univer- 
sity of Tubingen. — Dr. William Pollard, assistant petrologist of the 
Geological Survey of Great Britain, at Jermyn Street, London. — 
H. J. Seymour, assistant petrologist of the Geological Survey of Great 
Britain, at Dublin. — Prof. Herbert Osborn, formerly of the Iowa Ag- 
ricultural College, has been appointed to the chair of zoology at Ohio 
State University, left vacant by the death of Professor Kellicott. — 
Dr. C. O. Townsend, formerly instructor in botany at Barnard Col- 
lege, has recently been elected botanist and plant pathologist for the 
state of Maryland. — C. B. Wedd, assistant geologist of the Geolog- 
ical Survey of Great Britain. — K. M. Wiegand, assistant in botany 
in Cornell University. — Dr. E. Zacharias, director of the Botanical 
Gardens at Hamburg. 

Recent deaths : Maurice Hovelacque, secretary of the Geological 
Society of Paris. — Dr. C. Herbert Hurst, zoologist, formerly of 
Owens College, Manchester, and more recently demonstrator in 
zoology in the Royal College of Science, Dublin. — W. C. Lucy, an 
English geologist, May n, aged 75. — W. M. Maskell, entomologist 
in New Zealand. — Prof. Friedrich Miiller, ethnologist, of Vienna, 
May 25, aged 64. — Edward Wilson, curator of the museum at Bris- 
tol, England, May 21, aged 49. 



